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LA CROSSE AREA QUILTERS 
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����Hi ladies, 
       There seems to be plenty of projects to keep us busy until some warm weather appears and stays. 
The Blocks of the Month seem well appreciated by the guild members, the Oriental challenge for the 
August banquet and our lovely embroidered name tag to embellish to name a few. Whew! 
             Spring can’t come soon enough.  Happy St. Patrick’s Day and don’t forget to wear your green on 
that day! Enjoy your days of quilting!     Sandy 
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2009: 

Wednesday  March 4th     9:30 am Morning Quilting, Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Wednesday  March 18th   9:30 am Morning Quilting, O ur Redeemer Lutheran 

Tuesday       March  24 th   7:00 pm Membership Meeting at Omni Center 

2009 OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT     SANDY PITSCH   608-788-3059  

VICE PRESIDENT   GINNY QUIRIN   608-792-0658 

SECRETARY     ELAINE BOUSKA   608-787-0650 

TREASURER     KATHY SCHMIDT   507-895-3087 

NEWSLETTER    JOAN GAVIN    507-894-6030 

PROGRMS             SANDEE WINTERFIELD  608-790-3434  

                                 MARCIA GRIFFIN            608-317-5755,  

                                 LINDA BIRNBAUM          608-784-2077, 

                                 DONNA BIRNBAUM        608-784-8458, 

                                SALLY KNOBLOCH         608-788-7234 

SUNSHINE     PHYLLIS POHLMAN    608-779-0550  

PUBLICITY    

       Attention: It is not too early to start working on 
Publicity for the 2009-2010. (Quilt Show) 
We need a Publicity committee chairman and 
committee members. 
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* IMPORTANT* MARK YOUR CALENDARS  the meeting in Se ptember will be on the 29 th 

not the 22 nd due to scheduling conflicts at the Omni Center. 
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Minutes from the February 24, 2009 Meeting of the La Crosse Area Quilters 
 
Welcome and call to order by President Sandy Pitsch.  Sandy visited Judy Turner when she was in Arizona and 
said she was doing well – not quilting as much as she was when she lived here and was inspired by her sister Mary 
Jo Peg! 
Attendance: 56 members and 1 guest 
Secretary’s Report:  Approved as posted in the January newsletter. 
Treasurer’s Report:  As posted in newsletter.  Currently, we have 74 paid members. 
Library Quilts :  Joan Yeatman announced that on Monday, March 9 at 5:00 they will be hanging a new group of 
quilts in the Main Branch Library in La Crosse and help is appreciated.  She is looking for bright and cheerful 
quilts that are between 50 – 80 inches in width.  They can be quilts that have previously been hung in the library.  
They do not need rod pockets as they are secured by clothespins.  They can be dropped of at Joan Yeatman’s home 
prior to that date.   
2010 Quilt Show:  Bobbi Gribble has met with Tom and discussed using the Omni Center racks instead of the 
quilt racks that the guild has made and used in the past.  She said it would be at a minimal cost as they will have 
been set up the previous week for a craft show.   When asked how the quilts will be hung, Bobbie replied that 
possibly a hook or clip system could be used.  Bobbie and Sandee Winterfield will be exploring this option.   They 
requested a group of 4-5 people to make the raffle quilt and Sandy Harvey, Kathy Anderson, Carolyn Smith, Carol 
Hoff and Elaine Bouska volunteered.  Bobbi asked the quilt guild to bring patterns to the next quilt guild meeting 
that can be given to the committee for consideration.  Put your name on the pattern so it can be returned to you. 
Community Night Quilt Project :  Linda Birnbaum said she is waiting to hear from the group as to their interest in 
continuing community night, so members that want this project to continue can express their interest and 
commitment by contacting Linda (784-2077).  She has talked to both the River Road and Stitch in Time quilt shops 
and both were willing to discuss the possibility of hosting a community quilt project.  Linda reiterated that she is 
taking over this on a temporary basis, and is hoping someone will take it over on a more permanent basis. 
   Sharon Slimmen informed the group that there are at least 30 sets which include a top, cut batting, and backing 
that are ready to be sewn and tied.  Carol Hoff shared the thought that they could be brought to a guild meeting and 
people could take them home and finish them.  Another idea was for people to come and work on them before 
guild, but that was discarded when the need for sewing machines was declared.  Sandy Harvey offered the Viterbo 
University Costume Shop as a location to finish the quilts and suggested a Sunday afternoon meeting time.   Linda 
Birnbaum will be picking up the boxes of batting and materials from Sharon and storing them in her home 
temporarily.   
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Group Quilts:   Della Wuolle had sections of her quilt to show as well as connector blocks made by Carol Wuolle.  
The pattern came from Thinking Outside of the Box by Sandi Cummings.  Marcia Griffin said that her quilt is put 
together and after she finds her backing will go the long arm quilter. 
Old Business:  Barb Putman is stepping down from the position of Publicity Chair for the Quilt Show and this 
position needs to be filled before November of this year.  Please contact Sandy Pitch if interested. 
Sunshine:  Effie Piper is in St. Joseph’s Nursing Home recovering from hip replacement surgery. 
New Business: 
1.  Carolyn Smith informed the group of a Benefit for Diane (Veglahn) Thorsen that is being held on Saturday 
April 4th at the American Legion in La Crescent from 4-10p.m.   The tickets are $10.00 and there will be food, 
beverages, silent auction, and music provided.  Diane had a brain aneurysm that has resulted in emergency surgery 
and 8 weeks of rehabilitation. 
2.  Rather Be Quilting Quilt Shop is offering a Bus trip to the Duluth Quilt Show on June 11th with a 7:00 a.m. 
departure.  The cost is $55.00 and includes supper.  They are also part of the Wild Goose Chase Shop Hop.   
3.  Our guild has been invited to be a sponsor or exhibiter at the Wellness Expo ’09 on April 24th at the Omni 
Center, but the guild is declining because we do not have a raffle quilt yet. 
Block of the Month:  The 21 green blocks for January were won by Sue Czeczok and the 16 pink blocks for 
February were won by Mary Huggett.  Yellow is the color for March and turquoise for the April blocks.  A sample 
of turquoise fabric was shown so people could stay true to that color.  Instruction in making flying geese without 
fabric waste will be given for the April block.  Also Brenda said that it is sometimes a good idea to iron seams 
open when there are many intersections so bulk is reduced and it lays well.  The website for the patterns is: 
www.QuiltersCornerVA.com Select the Free Pattern Line and you will find the black and white quilt block 
patterns that are being used. 
Program Committee Information:  Linda Birnbaum reminded the group of the challenge East Meets West.   She 
also said that our guild will be sponsoring a bus trip on June 13th to the Minnesota Quilt Show being held in Duluth 
MN.  The cost will be $25.00 for members and $30.00 for non members and will include breakfast, soda, snacks.  
Admission to the show is not included.  There will be room for 56 passengers. 
Workshop:  Donna and Linda Birnbaum announced that there will be a workshop in May to make a snowball 
diamond quilt.  Examples, including a mini quilt, were shown.  The cost will be $10.00 and more information will 
follow. 
Nametag contest:  Embroidered names were made for each member.  They are to be made into a nametag and at 
the April meeting will be judged and awards given.  The categories included the most colorful, useful, wackiest 
and glamorous. 
***Favorite Tips:  Sandy Pitsch endorsed Quilt Basting Spray and Superior Threads Newsletter.  
www.superiorthreads.com/newsletter  Kathy Bartell said to use spray outside on a sheet.  Kathy Schmidt said that 
needle threaders come in handy and uses makeup bags, especially clear ones, to store little projects.  
Show and Tell:  As posted in newsletter. 
Program:  Amy from Yellowbird Art had a trunk show for us.  Included were Virginia Robertson’s quilts.  More 
information regarding classes from Virginia Robertson,  Laura Wasilowski, and Sue Spargo is found on her 
website.  www.yellowbirdart.com  Amy had various patterns and fabrics for sale. 
Respectfully submitted by Elaine Bouska, secretary 
 
 
***TIP: This is the website address I mentioned was so good. It’s : www.superiorthreads .com  Then 
click on newsletter and complete your e-mail address and SUBMIT to start receiving your newsletter. 
Bob is lecturing at the April retreat at Nancy’s Notions in Beaver Dam this spring. 
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Board  Meeting-Feb. 9th at Sandy Pitsch’s House 
Present: Kathy Schmidt, Joan Gavin, Donna and Linda Birnbaum. Sandee Winterfield, Sally Knobloch, Marcia 
Griffin, Bibbie Gribble and Sandy Pitsch. 
 
Absemt:Ginny Quirin and Elaine Bouska 
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        It was a meeting where the Board Members got to know each other and bring up any matters that concerned 
our guild plus the respective committees. 
         The question was brought up whether we have too much money in the bank to be a non-taxed organization. 
This will be looked into. 
         Of course Community Night came up. Linda Birnbaum will temporarily be in charge but she wants input 
from the guild through perhaps a survey to see if there is a better day and time to have it. Also we are looking for 
another location that will be suitable for our needs. 
          Also it was mentioned there are quite a few people who haven’t paid their dues for 2009. This needs to be 
done very soon. 
          It was discussed that even though the Quilt Show is over 1 ½ years away there is advertising that the 
Publicity Chair could get started now. 
           The President, Sandy Pitsch, mentioned the by-laws haven’t been updated since 2004 and that is something 
that will be done probably later in the year. 
            The Program Committee has programs for the near upcoming meetings but they will ask for ideas for 
workshops. 
                                                              Respectfully submitted. 
                                                               Sandy Pitsch  
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MARCH MEETING:  FAVORITE THINGS---  PANEL-discussion- Piecing - 
          NAME TAG CONTEST – due at April Meeting 
               Catagories:     1. most colorful/bright 
                                      2. useful/functional 
                             3. wackiest/funniest 
                                      4. stylish/glamour-(bling-bling) 
RAFFLE QUILT:  
DON'T FORGET TO BRING YOUR PATTERNS FOR THE COMMITTEE!   
The Raffle committee will pick the top favorites for this years raffle quilt. 
Volunteers for work on Raffle Quilt:  Sandy Harvey, Carolyn Smith, Elaine Bouska, Kathy Anderson, Carol Hoff.                  

 
CHALLENGE 				�		����	
����	�����	
					  ��������!		��""	#����	����$���		%&'()*%%			+���	�, ��#��#��	
	
		

SnowBall Charm Workshop         May 9th    Location to be announced. 
By Linda and Donna Birnbaum. 
  $10.00  class fee for  paid members 
 
	
BUS TRIP:   June 13th,  Saturday. 
                   MINNESOTA QUILT SHOW/ DULUTH, MN 
                   $25.00 paid members/  $ 30.00 non members 
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COMMUNITY NIGHT����								�;���(	�=
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Fabric was picked up from Sharon's.  There are tops, ready to be tied. 
Plastic bags of pre-cut squares ready to be sewn, that will be available at the March Meeting so 
come early and pick up a couple to work on, if you choose. 	
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Sandy Harvey  Blake's Jungle   
Barb Richards  Many Faces of Santa 
                                    X-mas tree skirt. 
Vernetta Fish  Safari  4 
Olga McAnulty Amish Tulip Quilt        bq 
Kathy Henderson 3 table runners 
Stacey Green  Name Tag  
Linda Dahl  Baby Quilt 
Carol Hoff  Sunbonnet Sue quilt  
                                    And Pillow case 
Julie Thompson Scrappy quilt 
Maxine Dybing Oh MY Stars  bq 
   American  bq 
   Diamond Mine bq 
Kathy Bartel  Karol's birthday star 
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Brenda;'s 
Block of the 
month tip for 
April  
�
�
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INSPIRATIONS AT DOVETAIL FARM  
Guild Special 15% off supplies w/ad 

Your complete quilt shop in the Country 
Come & enjoy our new ideas 

29553 Nevada - Cashton 
1 mile North of 33 on Nevada 

Please call if you would like to come other times 
               608-654-5727  Wed thru Sat    
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