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LA CROSSE AREA QUILTERS 
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Wednesday    Nov 5th     9:30 am Morning Quilting, Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Tuesday         Nov 11th  Quilt show Meeting  6:30 pm @ A.B. CULVER’S 

 Wednesday   Nov. 19 th   9:30 am Morning Quilting, Our Redeemer Lutheran,  La Crosse 

Tuesday          Nov. 25th      7 PM – Membership M eeting – Omni Center   

 

������� ���������	
�������
�
Minutes from October 25. 2008 meeting of the La Crosse Area Quilters 
Welcome and Call to Order: Diane Sprague, President. 
Attendance: 66 members, 3 guests. 
Secretary’s Report: Approved as posted in the September newsletter. 
Treasurer’s Report: As posted in the newsletter. 
Newsletter Report:  Joan Gavin stated that her computer has crashed, therefore the newsletter may be late this month.  New 
Information for the newsletter is due by November 1st. 
Group Quilts:   Marcia Griffin and Della Wuolle have all of their packets distributed. 
Officers for 2009:  Sandy Pitsch announced that Elaine Bouska will serve as secretary.  Ginny Quirin has agreed to serve as 
vice president.  Program chair/committee, treasurer, and newsletter chair positions are still needed. 
Old Business:  A sheet was circulated for members to sign up to receive Sulky’s email newsletter and Krause Publishing 
catalog via the mail.  Judy Fox also announced that Krause Publishing has available to guilds a 20% discount and free shipping 
on books ordered from their company.  A sheet for sign up was passed around for those interested and Judy will contact these 
people.  Both Sulky and Krause Publishing made donations for the quilt show and asked for our participation in the above 
matters. 
Community Night:   Will meet on the 3rd Friday of the month, at Sharon Slimmen’s.  You can also participate by making a lap 
robe on your own, that measures 45”x 54”. 
Program:  Sandy Harvey distributed secret pal information for those who had signed up earlier.  The program for the 
November meeting will be a presentation by Joyce Abernathy on thread and needles. 
Sunshine:  Phyllis Pohlman reported that a quilt was delivered to Rita St. Clair.  Phyllis stated that Betty Schulz and Clarice 
Wendland are both ill.  Please keep them in your thoughts. 
Stripper Club:   Phyllis Pohlman stated, stripper projects are due for the December meeting. 
Library Quilts:   Joan Yeatman announced that the library will take down the quilts for the holidays.  If you have a quilt hung 
there please contact Joan. 
Quilt Show Summary:  To be posted in newsletter by Stephanie Ruetten.   Mary Zink presented a copy of statistics 
comparing the 2008 show with past shows.  Committee chairs gave a very brief summary.  A thank you was read by A.B. 
Culver from Mark Sherman , who won Best of Show and Viewer’s Choice.  Sharon Slimmen shared her telephone 
conversation with Mark.  Sandy Harvey won the prize for selling the most raffle tickets.  Ilene Ernster won the raffle prize for 
selling quilt show buttons.  The raffle quilt was won by Jane Hughes.  Jane lives in La Crosse and she bought her ticket at the 
show.  Members had an opportunity to write down their thought and concerns about the show.  These issues will be addressed 
at the November meeting. 
Sharon Slimmen has met with the Omni Center and they gave information regarding using their facility for the 2010 quilt 
show.  Sharon shared the comparsion prices between the La Crosse Center and the Omni Center.  She asked us to think about 
it.  It will be readdressed at the November meeting.   
Brenda Wackerbarth reported she received a thank you from the judges.  The judges praised the scribes.   
The wrap up quilt show meeting will be November 11th at 6:30 P.M. at A.B. Culver’s home. 
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Christmas Banquet: Carol Hoff and Sue Waldenberger have made arrangements for the Christmas party at the Freight House 
on December 2nd.  Cocktails 5:30 to 6:30 P.M.  We will order off the menu starting at 6:30 P.M.   A sign-up sheet was 
circulated. 
New Business:  A.B. Culver reported that the contract, for our meeting room, with the Omni Center is due for 2009.  The rate 
for 2009 for the present room is $500 for 10 monthly meetings.  A.B. will inquire if we can sign a 2 year contract at that rate. 
Social:  A potluck was shared by those present, in celebration of the quilt show.  Items left over from the basket raffle 
donations were raffled to those present.  
Show and Tell: 
Respectfully submitted by Judy Fox, secretary. 
 

 
Feedback and comments regarding Quiltfest: 
      
Quilt show---Comments: (typed exactly as written on paper) 
    Setup went fast, Take down went well, Great participation from Silent Auction, Boutique (great), Quilt catagories to general, If 
you have a quilt longarmed it should not be a group.  We still give credit to the quilter. 
    I am very impressed with the whole organization of the quiltfest.  The dedication of the chairs is just amazing incredible, 
wonderful.  It definitely was a huge undertaking that was just remarkable to see and be a part of. Thank you so much for all the 
great work that create this huge success of a world class show. 
    There should be a consideration for vendors with quilt related items.  Some vendors were not quilt related.  Should provide 
area for people who would like to sit down, some can't do the whole show without taking a break. 
   All quilts should be hung.  We pay to much for judges.  Should try hard to get a volunteer truck. 
   Food on Site.  The guide should be able to vote for the next chair persons!!  Coffee/snacks area for workers on site to break 
in.  We spend to much/do not need Judges.  Get local/area people to judge.  We spend too much on this cost.  Open raffle quilt 
to group so more people have a chance to select patterns or be on the committee.  More vendors. 
   We have to get the times coordinated on entry forms and bookmarks, etc.  We need to rethink buttons and pre-sale and how it 
fits in with entrants getting a one day entry.  I feel bad for Lisa DeMars who was not happy on the method of display for Cat. 17 
- she felt her "baby quilt" sized quilt should have been hung like the rest of the categories.  Entry form needs updating -have to 
mention that they need to sew both sides of sleeves and maybe a few other things.  I got many comments from non-members 
on what a beautiful show we had.  They also said we have many talented quilters. 
   The buttons in the future shouldn't have a date.  Buy small clear labels and print the date in color.  Only do the number you 
need and buy in quantities. 
  2008  Quilt Show was very well done, good job to all! 
  I felt the quilt guild worked so well together.  It made me feel glad to be a member Thanks! 
  Extra thanks to people who helped hang up the quilts.  Why are quilt members waiting outside the door while the quilt show is 
being taken down. 
  Food there wasn't any.  Maybe a near by school could make food to sell.  Treats for a fundraser. 
  Setup some extra chairs near quilt exhibits for the elderly. 
  Change pick-up of quilts to 2 doors openings 1 for droping off entry slip and 1 for picking up quilts.  Great Show! Cant wait for 
the next one! 
  The ribbons on the quilts -(1st, 2nd, 3rd,etc) were difficult to see as they blended in too much.  I heard this complaint 
frequently.  Bed Quilt category was too large.  Buttons were great idea. Wonderful show.  Setting up with poles on the floor prior 
to starting was great.  Need more time for judges - or more judges. 
   Need some new people involved to get new ideas.  Need to coordinate times.  We really need to come up with a written 
guidelines the quiltfest and for the committees.  So there is no problems with times changing and vendor info.  NO free 
admittance to Quiltfest even if they have quilts entered!!!  Only free to pick up quilts at end of show after show closes.  
Someone checking to make sure people had buttons before the can enter. 
   Double check the times!  Buttons: print was too small to be readable, both  admissions and prizes.  Judges were very 
meticulous in evaluating quilts (even though we were rushing them) - very thoughtful.  I was pleased to see how many people 
helped with hanging and take down.  WE need to be more careful in handling quilts - some were treated roughly.  I heard of a 
blood stain on the back of a quilt.  Prize ribbons looked attractive up close but did not show up well on quilts.  I'd prefer 
traditional ribbons (and handmade designs rather than buttons. 
   Another great show! Thanks Sharon and Steph!  Vendors seemed small and not the number we were told. We would have 
many vendor also sold no fabric.  Improvement: more fabric and vendors.  Buttons great idea.  Keep doing this. 
  Buttons were the best idea of all!  Could become a collector's item.  Baskets raffle worked well again.  All parts of the quilt 
show went so well, kudos to all chair-persons and other that helped.  Would have like a concession stand. 
  Do we need Professional Judges way too COSTLY!  Racks--- 
  Double check times if any more shows.  Not continue show.  New chair and co-chair every 2 years.  Get rid of racks. 
   Sharon and Stephanie - great show! Thanks for all your hard work.  Layout is good, Light is good, I heard many comments 
about vendors leaving too soon.  Maybe a prior requirement would help.  Other vendors were very upset over one vendor 
selling very low. 
   One of my quilts had blood on it when I picked it up.  I noticed it right away so I was able to remove it but it could have been a 
problem.  You might want to consider wearing gloves when you take down quilts. 
  Everything was great.  More time for judging needed. 
  No "For Sale"  signs on Judges quilts did not look professional. 
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  Observations -NOT Criticisms-Great Show!   All areas seemed to be setup and working well-ticket desk, raffle desks, silent 
auction, boutique, vendors and the quilt show itself.  Judging-I noticed about 4 categories where there were only 2 ribbons 
given.  It seems to me that all of our categories could certainly be given 3 awards.-especially to encourage entries in future 
years.  I know it is at the judges' discretion-but I think our guild should override that and say "each category will be given 3 
awards".  ie category 15 had 34 entries and I only saw 2 awards for 1st and 2nd.   There certainly could have been a 3rd award 
given with that many entries.  Judging -what is the reason for Honorable Mention ribbons?  If they didn't give out all three 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place ribbons in category 15 why were there 2 Honorable mention given?  Why can't they just give out 1st, 2nd and 
3rd and forget about the HM?  I personally did not care for the "Best of Show" quilt.  I also felt that this quality of quilt and it 
quilting is better suited for a national show.  I felt that it took awards away from local talent.  Local as in tri-state area.  Do we 
have a right to refuse such an item?  Food-one vendor said they'd had several comments that there was no food available.  One 
poor woman got her husband to bring her hoping that he could sit and have some lunch while she looked around.  It would be 
good to have something for food-but not extravagantly expensive either.  We need some simple food at a reasonable price.  
Entries- it would certainly help if people , especially member who know this show is  coming up 2 years in advance, would get 
their entry paperwork in earlier than the last week before the deadline.  Parking-I found places to park, but I think an arena with 
its own parking lot would be of benefit, ie. like at the Omni Center.  Steps, steps, steps, how to avoid steps-such as in the 
parking ramp and the escalator -broken escalator at that.  Pre-show registration, at Sharon's was pretty much a waste of gas - 
hardly any quilters showed up to pre-regiester-not necessary to do again.  Quilt racks - was there enough help hauling them?  
Quilt Show Operating Procedure - we pulled it off, but I sometimes wonder how anything gets done when there seems to be a 
lack of communication.  There wasn't even a printed list of committee members for quilt show committee members to have.   
Also show times for Sunday 10 am-3 pm as given out on the registration forms (revised in Jan or 08) did not match the 
advertising done all year for Sunday showing 10am - 4pm.  The daily schedule on the back of quilt show brochure listed 
Vendors Demonstrations for Saturday (as it did in 2006).  I didn't see any vendor demos on Sat.  We shouldn't have listed that 
on the schedule, but who knew?  The advance button sales might have been a good idea at first thought, but in hind-sight there 
were too many unanswered questions about them in the end.  This idea was not well planned.  Award ribbons-I really liked the 
Riverboat pin (although you could hardly read the date and LaX on the bottom), but I suggest going back to traditional Purple 
(best of show), Blue (1st place), Red (2nd place) and Yellow (3rd place) etc colored ribbons.  Although the gold/silver/copper 
colors of the Olympic year were nice idea, I doubt anyone associated them with the Olympic colors and I didn't think they 
showed up well on the quilts.  (Appreciation given though to the person who did them this year.) *Does anyone want to learn 
how to do the registration and brochure process?  It is a very time consuming process -especially the last 4 to 6 weeks.  Mary 
and Barb have done this for 5 shows - they might like to pass this on now.  I think we need a less costly venue and show.  At 
the high cost of putting on the show, I think we are lucky to break even - what if we didn't?  I'd like to see what exactly the profits 
from the show pay for bi-annually.  Is anything every documented for this?  What does it provide for each member?  Rent for 
the Omni Center?  A couple of speakers each year?  Speakers each year and their classes.  I understand class size is limited, 
but if we make money on the quilt show, why does each person attending a class still have to pay for the class? 
didn't see anything I didn't like.  Super show.  One had a quilt in the show and also paid admission. 
Time to end - 2 people from Sparta came at 3 and didn't get to view the quilts as they were being taken down at 3:30.  Since it 
was advertised until 4 it should have been open to 4 to view.  They were very disappointed. 
Next quilt show take a lesson from the Iowa show.  Going thru looking at quilts, park benches were in different areas so 
people/handicap people could sit down in between looking at quilts. 
 Quilt racks need to be painted and cleaned up before the next show.   
 Sign up sheet needs to be available to quilt members before the last guild meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
����������������������������������������������������������������� ���
����
����
����
����
����

A REMINDER : 
   THE GROUP QUILT BLOCKS  ARE DUE BACK FOR THE NOVEMBER MEETING IF AT ALL  
POSSIBLE.    THANK YOU! 
 
 
Comments on the quilt show from our youngest member, Miss Toni Paisley, 
 
QUILTFEST ON THE MISSISSIPPI 
 
Hi everyone, I hope most of you could make it down to Quiltfest On The Mississippi. It was very nice! 
This year was my first year seeing things 'behind the scenes'. I've been waiting for this part, ever since I 
joined the guild almost 2 years ago! I had exhibited in the show 2 times before, and realized a lot of work 
was put into it. I don't think I realized how much work went into it though. Everyone seemed to know 
what was going on, and it was easy to jump in and help. Everything was down to a science! Even to how 
the quilt racks were put into the storage unit! After the judging on Friday, a group of us went across the 
street to Ebeneezer's where we enjoyed being able to talk with everyone, including the judges. The walk 
through on Saturday morning was nice, especially to those who scribed the day before, because we were 
now allowed to ask the judge questions. My favorite part of the show was probably the scribing, because 
I got to learn more about how the judges do their work. Then before you know it, we were taking down 
the quilts and getting them back to their owners. I think the show was a great success, and I look forward 
to helping at the next one! I could talk more about the actual show, but there's a couple of things I wanted 
to mention about the actual meaning of the show. My interpretation of the meaning behind the show, is to 
share the love of quilting with others. I feel community quilt shows are the backbone of quilting. It's also 
the way we get the young generation of quilters interested. I can say this because I myself, am of the 

Happy November Birthday to : 
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young generation. I don't really know if I would be quilting today, if it wasn't for this show. It was the 
first competition I entered in, back in 2004. It gave me so much encouragement! That's what made me 
say "Okay, I'll make another quilt." . It's very important that we get kids quilting, otherwise we'll lose the 
art of quilting right before our eyes. It would be sad to see that disappear in America. America practices 
many, many arts, and quilting needs to be one of them. You might think that one show couldn't make a 
difference, but if every community show out there says that, how will the art continue? I promised I 
would keep this short, so I'll end it at that. I just thought if was something to think about. 
 
Toni Paisley 
 �
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OPTIONS FOR FUTURE QUILTFEST 
 

     LA CROSSE CENTER   OMNI CENTER 
SPACE        18,000 S.F      28,000 S.F. 
RENT         $2,500.00      $1,750.00 
HOUSEMAN         $21.50 Per Hour     $12.00 Per Hour 
TABLES        $13.00 EACH          $ 6.00 EACH 
CHAIRS        $ 8.00 EACH          $  .50 EACH 
DRAPING TABLE    $16.00 EACH      $ 7.00 EACH 
MICROPHONE   $30.00 Per Day     $45.00 Per Day 
CONCESSION    not worth the cost!            will accommodate! 
ADMISSIONS  IF $5.OR MORE THEY TAKE 10%         NO % TAKEN 
 
IF ANY QUESTIONS CALL SHARON SLIMMEN OR IF YOU CANN OT MAKE 
THE MEETING CALL SHARON WITH YOUR VOTE. 608-790-770 9. 
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Sunrise Star 
 

Cutting Instructions: 
Cream 
... 4 squares 2" x 2" (Piece A) 
... 2 squares 6 1/4" x 6 1/4" (Piece C) 
... 4 squares 4" x 4" (Piece D) 
Novelty print  
... 1 square 5 1/2" x 5 1/2" (Piece B) 
Green 
... 2 squares 6 1/4" x 6 1/4" (Piece C)  

 

 
Size: 12" Finished 
Intermediate Level 

Assembly Instructions: 
Step 1. Draw diagonal line on wrong side of 2" x 2" cream squares (Piece A). Referring to Diagram I, place squares on each 
corner of novelty print 5 1/2" x 5 1/2" square (Piece B), right sides together. Stitch on drawn line. Trim and discard excess 
fabric. 

 

Step 2. On wrong side of cream 6 1/4" x 6 1/4" squares (Piece C), draw 2 diagonal lines with marking tool of your choice. 
Referring to Diagram II-A , place cream square on on green 6 1/4" x 6 1/4" square, right sides together. Sew 1/4" seam on 
each side of one line. Cutting on unsewn line first then on remaining drawn line, cut sewn square into quarters. Press open to 
make pieced triangles. 
Step 3. Referring to Diagram II-B , stitch together 2 pieced triangles to make pieced squares. Turn pieced square positioning 
cream triangle at top. Measure down 4" and cut off excess fabric. Remaining unit should measure 5 1/2" wide x 4" high. Make 
4 cut units. 

 

Step 4. Referring to Diagram 
III , layout units and 4" x 4" 
cream squares to make Sunrise 
Star Block. Sew units and 
squares together to make rows. 
Sew rows together to make 
block. 
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INSPIRATIONS AT DOVETAIL FARM  
Guild Special 15% off supplies w/ad 

Your complete quilt shop in the Country 
Come & enjoy our new ideas 

29553 Nevada - Cashton 
1 mile North of 33 on Nevada 

Please call if you would like to come other times 
               608-654-5727  Wed thru Sat    
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